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REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR PURSUANT 
TO AUTHORIZATION OF THE ACT OF AUGUST 14, 1946 (CH. 965, 
60 STAT. 1080) 


Unirep States DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRET eh 
Washington 25, D. C., February 28, 1961. 
Hon. Sam Raysurn, 
Speaker of the House, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Speaker: I have the honor to submit this report, 
pursuant to authorization of the act of August 14, 1946 (ch. 965, 60 
Stat. 1080), “* * * to make such investigations as * * * 
necessary to determine the effects of domestic sewage, mining, 
petroleum and industrial wastes, erosion silt, and other polluting 
substances on wildlife * * * and to make reports to the Congress 
concerning such investigations, and of recommendations for alleviat- 
ing dangerous and undesirable effects of such pollution * * *” 

Air and stream pollution by wastes from the minerals industries 
are equally deleterious to wildlife, human beings, agriculture, forests, 
and real property. The Department of the Interior, therefore, acting 
through the Bureau of Mines, has given attention to the problems of 
pollution reduction and elimination | upon the premise that contamina- 
tion of the atmosphere and of water must be reduced to a harmless 
minimum wherever possible. In view of the disastrous consequences 
of coincidental combinations of air pollution and meteorological 
conditions, such as have occurred at Donora, Pa., Beaumont, Tex., 
and are constantly recurring in Los Angeles, Calif., and elsewhere, 
I consider it most regrettable that funds have not been available to 
this Department to finance the intensive research necessary to study 
these problems on a comprehensive scale. Nevertheless, | am glad to 
report that with the very limited funds made available from its 
regular appropriation, the Bureau of Mines has rendered constructive 
service to the Nation in an advisory and consultative capacity. 

In the spring of 1950, at the request of the President, I called to- 
gether an Interdepartmental Committee on Air Pollution under the 
chairmanship of the Bureau of Mines. ‘The Committee sponsored the 
United States Technical Conference on Air Pollution in Washington 

on May 3 to 5, 1950. This Conference, attended by over 750 repre- 
sentatives of industry, municipal, county, and State governments, aca- 
demic institutions, Federal research groups, and the public, achieved 
the most comprehensive presentation, appraisal, and review of the air- 
pollution problem ever made in the country. Some 90 papers were 
presented before seven panel meetings, covering the health, meteoro- 
logical, equipment, legislative, agricultural, instrumentation, and 
analytical aspects of the problem. By invitation, and to avoid ex- 
pense to the Government, the proceedings of this Conference have 
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been released for private publication by one of the leading publishers 
of scientific and technical books and journals. It is anticipated that 
the proceedings volume, containing over 1,000 pages of text and 300 
illustrations, will be available to the public i in the spring of 1951. 

Engineering surveys of air-pollution problems have been made in 
Beaumont, Tex., at the request of the city, and at Poza Rica, Mexico, 
at the request of the Mexican Government. Coopera tive research 
projects are in progress with the county of Los Angeles, Calif., and on 
the incineration of radioactive wastes for the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission. 

Striving to eliminate water pollution by the minerals industries, 
the Bureau of Mines has studied the disposal of oil field brines in 
Illinois, Kansas, and Oklahoma, in cooperation with the boards of 
health of these States. At the present time, an analytical survey of 
oil field brines in western Kansas is being conducted. In cooperation 
with one of the steel companies, the Bureau has worked out a system 
for the recovery of oil from a cold-rolling mill that formerly discharged 
this oil as a contaminating emulsion into the waters of the port area 
of Baltimore, In recent years, the Bureau of Mines has also studied 
the problems of control of the acid waters that drain from coal mines 
and of the silt and tailings from coal and metal mines. 

The Bureau of Mines is continually being called upon to render 
assistance in situations where pollution is most harmful and abate- 
ment research is indicated. Lack of funds has precluded the Bureau 
from meeting all but a very few of these requests. I believe that it 
is a function of the Federal Government to provide technical infor- 
mation on the properties, methods of collection and analysis, and 
processes for eliminating pollutants from our atmosphere and our 
streams, 

The activities described in this report complement and supplement 
the work of the Public Health Service of the Federal Security Agency 
under Public Law 845 of the Ejightieth Congress, June 30, 1948, 
entitled “The Water Pollution Control Act.’”’? Research on the prob- 
lems of water pollution by the mineral industries is essential to proper 
implementation of the sections of this act that direct the Public 
Health Service to render technical aid to individual States in solving 
their pollution problems. 

It is my considered recommendation that funds be appropriated 
for fundamental and applied scientific research on the ways and 
means of reducing air and stream pollution. Until this is done, 
municipal and State officials will lack adequate data on which to 
formulate workable regulations and the atmosphere and streams of 
many of our industrialized areas will continue to be polluted with 
consequent effects that range from a mere nuisance to actual loss of 
lives and property. 

Sincerely yours, 
Oscar L. CHAPMAN, 
Secretary of the Interior. 





